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Safeguarding guidance – expectations of those preaching within  acts of worship in a Methodist setting (Methodist and non-Methodist preachers)

To be read alongside the most current version of The Constitutional Practice and Discipline of the Methodist Church and Safeguarding Policy, Procedures and Guidance for the Methodist Church

1 Rationale for this guidance

1.1 The Methodist Church has always invited speakers and preachers from a wide variety of contexts in order to enrich our worship and broaden our perspectives. However, it also requires careful oversight in order that we maintain safe spaces for all who worship with us while welcoming visiting preachers and speakers in ways that uphold Methodist values and safeguarding commitments.

1.2 This guidance sets out safeguarding expectations for all individuals who lead or contribute to acts of worship in Methodist settings, ensuring worship is conducted safely, appropriately, and in accordance with Methodist doctrine and policy.

1.3 These expectations apply equally to all Methodist preachers, worship leaders and speakers, and to any individuals from outside the Methodist tradition who are invited to lead or contribute to worship.

1.4 Services described on the plan as Local or Own Arrangement should not normally include a preaching element (Standing Order 569).

2 Expectations

2.1 The Constitutional Practice and Discipline of the Methodist Church outlines the legal framework by which the Methodist church is governed, at every level. This guidance should be read in conjunction with the CPD and Connexional safeguarding policy and guidance.

2.2 It is the responsibility of the Superintendent, not individual churches, to make and agree the circuit plan of preaching appointments (Standing Order 521).

2.3 All those preaching within  acts of worship in a Methodist setting must :

· understand and comply with Methodist expectations for worship, conduct, and safeguarding and follow Connexional safeguarding policy and guidance.

· meet the safeguarding requirements of the Methodist Church for DBS checks and safeguarding training. 
NB Superintendents may suspend individuals from the preaching plan where requirements are not up to date.

· do so in accordance with the doctrine and discipline of the Methodist Church in Britain (Standing Order 524).

2.4 When inviting a preacher from another denomination, Standing Order 566B (iii, iv) must be adhered to. 
NB Preachers from denominations not in good ecumenical relationship with the Methodist Church (including the Global Methodist Church) should not be invited.

2.5  Speakers representing a charity or similar organisation may address church groups but should only speak during an act of worship where the service is led by someone authorised to do so by the Methodist Church (Standing Order 685). 

3 Best Practice 

3.1 Prior to confirming an invitation on the plan, safeguarding assurances (DBS date/number and training status) for contributors/preachers from other organisations/denominations should be obtained and recorded using the form at Appendix A. 

       For previously recorded visitors, reconfirm only when DBS or training expires.

       Those who preach regularly within a church or circuit are warmly invited to complete the Methodist Advanced Safeguarding Module.

3.2 These details should be recorded securely in the circuit safeguarding spreadsheet or approved system. Completed forms must be stored securely in line with GDPR and local retention schedules.
3.3 Every invited preacher must have a named local contact and receive a briefing covering service order, technology and livestreaming, participation of children and young people, and any local safeguarding expectations.

3.6  Methodist preachers invited to preach in other denominations must be prepared to provide equivalent safeguarding assurances and comply with the host denomination’s safeguarding and worship policies.

         Where possible they should carry evidence of current DBS and safeguarding training with them, either in the form of hard copies or images on a  mobile telephone.

         If any concerns or issues arise, whether in a Methodist or non-Methodist setting, they must follow Methodist policy, including informing their Superintendent.


Appendix 1 - Safeguarding Assurance for Visiting Speakers/Preachers from other denominations

	
Invitation to Contribute/Preach (indicate which)


	
Church/ Venue:

	
	Circuit:
	

	
Date assurances obtained:

	
	
Date valid to:

	

	
	
            
             This is the date that either training or DBS expires, whichever is the sooner





	
Speaker/Preacher Details


	
Full Name:

	

	
Contact Number:

	
	Email:
	

	
Organisation/denomination:
(indicate which)

	
	Role:
	

	
I have a DBS issued within the last 5 years:

	Yes
	No
	
(indicate which)


	
for preachers this must be enhanced and covering  both the Children and Adult Workforce
 

	
	
If yes, please give date:

	
	Certificate number:
	

	
I have attended safeguarding training within the last 3 years:

	Yes
	No
	indicate which)

	
	
If yes, please give date:

	
	
	

	
For preachers this must be at Advanced level (URC) or leadership (C/E). For other denominations please speak to your Circuit Safeguarding Officer or Regional Officer for Safeguarding




	
I also confirm that:


	
· I understand the importance of safeguarding and will adhere to the expectations of the Methodist Church during my visit – see Policies and guidance - The Methodist Church
· I have no convictions, cautions, or pending investigations relating to children or vulnerable adults. 
· I will speak/preach in alignment with the doctrine of the Methodist Church. 



	
Signed:


	
	Date:
	



In compliance with the UK GDPR, the Methodist Church commits to processing your personal data as outlined in our Privacy Notice, which is located at Privacy Notice - The Methodist Church

For local use

	
I can confirm that the required assurances have been received and that the above-named person is approved to speak/preach as indicated 


	
Name:

	
	Role:
	
	Date:
	

	
Signature:

	


Appendix 2

Relevant Standing Orders

	521 The Plan
	(1) It is the responsibility of the Superintendent in consultation with his or her colleagues to make the circuit plan of preaching appointments.


	524 Doctrinal Preaching
	There is urgent need that the main doctrines of the Christian faith should be more plainly and systematically set forth in public preaching, so that the Methodist people may be established in the faith and better defended against error and uncertainty. Ministers and probationers are directed to consider together how this may be arranged.


	569 Services not led by a Presbyter or Local Preacher.
	(1) A service described on the preaching plan by the words ‘Local Arrangements’ or any similar expression shall be arranged by church stewards and led by persons from the local congregation and shall not normally include a preaching element. 


	566A Preachers and Readers from Other Churches who have become Members.
	(iv) that the candidate will not preach anything at variance with our doctrines;

(v) that the candidate satisfies the safeguarding requirements of the 
Methodist Church;


	566B Preachers and Readers of Other Churches.
	(iii) the meeting must be assured that the applicant will not preach anything at variance with our doctrines; 

(iv) the candidate must satisfy the safeguarding requirements of the Methodist Church; 


	685 Responsibility for an Act of Worship
	Worship leaders shall share in the leadership of worship in accordance with the arrangements made by the Church Council under Standing Order 680(1). 

At each service in which a worship leader shares the person appointed on the circuit plan of preaching appointments shall retain overall responsibility for the act of worship, but shall seek to work collaboratively with the worship leader appointed to share in that service by the Church Council.


	Section 56 - Local Preachers
(from p507)


	Section 68 -  Worship Leaders
(from p559)
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