Permission to Cease Worship
943 Closure of Chapels. (1) Public services may not be discontinued in any chapel or preaching-place, nor any preaching-place removed from the circuit plan, until permission has been given by the Synod on the recommendation of the managing trustees, the Circuit Meeting and the district Policy Committee. The Circuit Meeting shall submit any such recommendation to the district committee before any steps are taken to carry the intention into effect. 
Church: Acaster Malbis Methodist Church                             Circuit: York
1.	What is the present membership?  Six but only three members are active and able to attend worship, due to the age and infirmity of other members. One of the three active members no longer wishes to attend due to the declining attendance.
2. 	What is the number on the community roll?  0
3. 	What is the average adult attendance at worship?  Two, plus some from the local Anglican Church or a neighbouring Methodist church when united services are held, plus a visiting organist and the preacher.
4. 	What other activities take place on the premises? Nothing. The church holds a united service once a month with those from Bishopthorpe Methodist Church and a united service once a month with those from Holy Trinity Parish Church.
5.	Provide a financial overview – e.g. income vs expenditure. 
 	The chapel did not have sufficient funds to meet the quarterly assessment due in August 2026.
6.	If a new building is not to be provided, what provision will be made for the present congregation and other activities?
           Members are invited to transfer their membership to the nearest Methodist church, possibly  Bishopthorpe or Appleton Roebuck. The latter is in an adjoining Circuit.  United services at Holy Trinity Parish church will continue. Worship services will continue to be held in a member’s home where the attendance has been 9-10. Such services will include Holy Communion. Social activities could be held at the Memorial Hall in the village which is 200 metres from Acaster Malbis Chapel.
7.  	What impact will the closure have on the local community?
          A historical building in the village will have closed. Some people in the village have ancestors who contributed financially to the building of the chapel. There is a very small number of people in the village who feel strongly that the chapel should be preserved as a chapel but have no desire or willingness to be involved in the worshipping life of the chapel or its ministry in the village.
8.   	What other Methodist Churches and Sunday Schools are there in the neighbourhood and what are their distance from the property to be sold?
         	The nearest Methodist Churches are Bishopthorpe Methodist Church (1.9 miles), Copmanthorpe Methodist Church (2.2 miles) and Acomb Methodist Church (4.9miles) in the same Circuit and Appleton Roebuck Methodist Church in the neighbouring Circuit (3.6 miles). There are no children currently in the congregation at Acaster Malbis Methodist Chapel. 
9.   	What initiatives have the membership tried, if any, to encourage the residents of the community to become part of the worshipping family?
          Advertising in the village newsletter and on Facebook. Two open meetings, for anyone from the village, have been held at the chapel in May and July 2026 to explain the current position about the viability of the church and its future. These were poorly attended and no interest at all was expressed for any newcomers to become part of the worshipping family. Various other initiatives have been tried since the end of the pandemic.
10.  	Does the membership consider that their mission is complete from this building and why?
          One active member feels strongly that the chapel at Acaster Malbis should remain open, with a worshipping congregation, in the hope that new people will come. The other active members and the three inactive members all consider that the mission is complete from the current chapel building. There has been a Methodist presence in the village since 1880. Since the Covid pandemic, the congregation has decreased and the responsibility of the church has been carried mainly by 2-3 members who are now finding it difficult. The increasing costs of the Circuit assessment and maintenance of the church also mean that the church is no longer financially viable.
          Although very sad that closure has become inevitable, the congregation is seeking to still maintain worship and fellowship together and continue to be part of the community where they live. They see this step as ‘Mission accomplished’ for the Methodist church in Acaster Malbis.
	Two out of three of the active church members have existing strong links with the worshipping life at Bishopthorpe Methodist Church and Appleton Roebuck Methodist Church. The third active member will need transport to attend Methodist worship outside the village.
11.	Who will offer Christian worship, mission and on-going pastoral care of the community?
          Worship in a member’s home and pastoral care will continue to be offered to the congregation by the current minister, who also has pastoral charge of Bishopthorpe, Copmanthorpe & Acomb Methodist churches, by the Anglican vicar, Lay Readers and by the minister at Appleton Roebuck Methodist Church if any members transfer there.
12. 	What arrangements have been made for on-going pastoral care in the community?
          The current minister and vicar of the village Anglican church will be available for pastoral care within the community. A lay pastoral assistant has recently been appointed on a voluntary basis to work alongside the current Methodist Minister.
13. 	Have discussions taken place with other denominations in order to maintain a Christian presence in the locality and what was the outcome?
          Yes. The well-established pattern of monthly united services at Holy Trinity Parish Church, in the same village, will continue. Members may also worship more frequently at the parish church if they wish.
14.  	Has the church council made and recorded decisions with regard to the transfer of its assets (including TMCP funds, other funds held locally, and buildings)?
        	The church council voted in July 2026 to seek permission for worship to cease at the chapel and to close the building. They also voted to request that the York Methodist Circuit undertakes responsibility for the Trusteeship of their chapel building and land from the day after closure and the final service, once permission has been given. The Circuit Council meets to consider the requests on 9th September 2026.
15.	What is to happen to the building? If it is to be sold, how will the proceeds of the sale be used to promote an effective presence in the community the Church once served?
          The intention is for the building to be sold. The Circuit will then decide if and how any of the money from the sale can be used for the Christian presence in the village.
16.   	Has the District Archivist been consulted regarding records and artefacts and records that might need to be conserved?
	No, not yet.



Revd. Jill M. Pullan
Minister at Acaster Malbis Methodist Church
September 2026
Once Circuit Meeting permission has been given, please send this form to the District Office admin@yorkshirenemethodist.org . Permission will be considered at the next District Leadership Team (on behalf of the District Policy Committee), 
and from there a recommendation to the next Synod can be made.
