Permission to Cease Worship
943 Closure of Chapels. (1) Public services may not be discontinued in any chapel or preaching-place, nor any preaching-place removed from the circuit plan, until permission has been given by the Synod on the recommendation of the managing trustees, the Circuit Meeting and the district Policy Committee. The Circuit Meeting shall submit any such recommendation to the district committee before any steps are taken to carry the intention into effect. 
Church: Elsternwick Methodist Chapel           Circuit: South Holderness
1.	What is the present membership?  6 (all currently in the transfer process)
2. 	What is the number on the community roll? 0
3. 	What is the average adult attendance at worship? 3
4. 	What other activities take place on the premises? Monthly coffee morning (external group), ¾ of the year weekly friendship group (external group)
5.	Provide a financial overview – e.g. income vs expenditure. 2024 – 2025 saw income of £12,093.18 this included a legacy and expenditure of £7925.09. For the 2025 – 2026 as of 26th March 2026 anticipated income is £1359 and expenditure £2607
6.	If a new building is not to be provided, what provision will be made for the present congregation and other activities? All 6 members have started the process of membership transfer. The coffee morning is looking to re-locate to the parish church and the friendship group has identified new premises.
7.  	What impact will the closure have on the local community? The building is not used by or attended by anyone that lives in the village. There is not seen to be any direct impact.
8.   	What other Methodist Churches and Sunday Schools are there in the neighbourhood and what are their distance from the property to be sold? Withernsea Methodist Church – 8.6 miles or Hedon Methodist Church – 4.8 miles. Both churches have active children’s ministry, bible studies and weekly services.
9.   	What initiatives have the membership tried, if any, to encourage the residents of the community to become part of the worshipping family? Open days, music concerts, fundraising events and community leaflet drops.
10.  	Does the membership consider that their mission is complete from this building and why? The membership considers that the mission of the Elsternwick Methodist Chapel is complete from this building because the congregation has faithfully served its community for many decades and has now reached a point where its ministry can no longer be effectively continued in this location. With the decline in membership and the absence of ongoing community engagement, the chapel has fulfilled the purpose for which it was established in an earlier era. The forms of worship, outreach, and fellowship that once thrived in this place are no longer sustainable, and the members discern that the season of mission from this building has come to a natural conclusion.
11.	Who will offer Christian worship, mission and on-going pastoral care of the community? St Lawrence parish church will offer weekly services for Christian worship and continue missional work in neighbouring villages. 
12. 	What arrangements have been made for on-going pastoral care in the community? Revd. Ian Greenfield will continue to 'have pastoral charge of the Methodist community of Elsternwick.
13. 	Have discussions taken place with other denominations in order to maintain a Christian presence in the locality and what was the outcome? The Senior Circuit steward has worked with the church warden of St Lawrence to ensure that they are able to support any new and existing Christians wishing to worship in the village. Engagement has been positive and the parish church will continue to service the community of Elsternwick.
14.  	Has the church council made and recorded decisions with regard to the transfer of its assets (including TMCP funds, other funds held locally, and buildings)? Yes
15.	What is to happen to the building? If it is to be sold, how will the proceeds of the sale be used to promote an effective presence in the community the Church once served? Funds raised would be used within the Circuit for missional work in the Circuit’s churches where the members from Elsternwick are now worshipping.
16.   	Has the District Archivist been consulted regarding records and artefacts and records that might need to be conserved? Yes and the Circuit archivist has consulted the East Riding archives and made arrangements for items to be archived in accordance with the Methodist retention schedule. 
Once Circuit Meeting permission has been given, please send this form to the District Office admin@yorkshirenemethodist.org . Permission will be considered at the next District Leadership Team (on behalf of the District Policy Committee), 
and from there a recommendation to the next Synod can be made.
