Flourish 2026 Sustainable Event Statement
Flourish 2026 is a joyful gathering that celebrates the life and mission of the church across the Yorkshire North and East Methodist District. As people of faith, we believe that caring for God’s creation is an essential expression of our discipleship. Our planning reflects our commitment to reducing environmental harm and encouraging sustainable choices that support the flourishing of people and the planet.
Hosted on the campus of the University of York, Flourish 2026 will make responsible decisions that lower carbon emissions, minimise waste and promote positive social responsibility. Each of the measures below has been chosen not only to reduce environmental impact, but to set a pattern we can build upon in future events.
We will:
1. Prioritise digital communication. The majority of publicity will be online, reducing printed materials by two thirds compared with previous events. This simple change saves paper, lowers energy used in production and distribution, and limits landfill waste.
2. Use sustainable systems. All ticketing is handled digitally through Ticket Tailor, a certified ‘B-Corp’[footnoteRef:1] that prioritises ethical and environmentally responsible business practices. This reduces the need for printed tickets and supports companies working for social good. [1:  A ‘B Corp’ is a company that has been certified by the non-profit organization to meet high standards of social and environmental performance, transparency and accountability.] 

3. Reduce waste in merchandise. Items will be available only through pre-order, which ensures that what we produce will genuinely be used and enjoyed. This avoids the environmental cost of excess manufacturing and disposal.
4. Enable reuse of displays and materials. Event signage will be produced without dates so that we can reuse items at future District events. This extends the life of materials, reduces resource consumption and limits waste.
5. Support low-carbon travel. Encouraging the use of public transport. The University of York has excellent public transport links, helping many attendees choose lower-impact travel. There will also be an encouragement to consider lift-sharing with fellow attendees, but this will not be at the responsibility of the church.
6. Extend access and impact. Recording elements of the programme will allow more people to participate, even if they cannot travel. This reduces the pressure to attend in person while ensuring the event has lasting value.
7. Partner with a responsible venue. The University of York has a strong environmental policy and a clear path to achieve net zero for scope 1 and 2 emissions by 2030, and scope 3 emissions by 2050. Its Carbon Reduction Plan, Sustainability Plan and Catering and Hospitality Sustainability and Social Responsibility Policy[footnoteRef:2] guide the facilities and services we will use. Working with a venue committed to these goals means our actions contribute to broader institutional change. [2:  https://www.york.ac.uk/about/sustainability/about/policies/] 

8. Promote reusable materials. We will encourage participants, volunteers and suppliers to choose reusable items over single-use wherever possible. Small choices such as refillable bottles and reusable catering materials help reduce waste significantly over the course of the event.
9. The event will feature workshops that highlight the role of the church in confronting such issues as global warming, climate change and climate justice.
Flourish 2026 aims to be a celebration of hope that honours the world God has entrusted to us. We are committed to learning, improving and collaborating as we plan and deliver this event. Our sustainable approach reflects our belief that every thoughtful action contributes to a more just and flourishing future for our communities and our planet.

