
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         
Dear Friends                             September 2021 

We look forward to welcoming you to the Representative Session of the Yorkshire North and East District Synod on 

Saturday, 18th of September 2021. This will primarily be an in-person Synod, held at York Manor Academy. (York 

Manor Academy, Millfield Lane, Nether Poppleton, YORK, YO26 6PA) 

We are aware that some people may not yet feel comfortable meeting in large groups, so there will be the option to 

attend via Zoom. However, with some of the activities we have planned, the virtual experience will have some 

limitations. If you feel you need to attend virtually, please let the district office (admin@yorkshirenemethodist.org) 

know so that we can plan accordingly – although you will be free to change your mind on the day! The Zoom link will 

be sent to those attending online in due course. (If you are attending virtually you might want some pen and paper 

to hand during the ‘lament’ section; some resources for doing the craft activities will be provided on the district 

website.) 

The day will include the usual Synod business plus worship, workshops, and craft activities.  We are seeking to create 

a sacred and safe place in which we will explore our Synod themes.  As we focus on ‘lament’ there will be a creative 

time for bringing music, prayer writing…etc.  We encourage Synod members to reflect in advance on this theme, and 

perhaps bring anything creative that emerges: poems, songs, prayers.  There will be a time of worship before lunch 

where we will share both what has been brought and what has been created on the day. 

We will begin at 9.30am and finish by 3:00pm, with breaks for refreshments. On another note, if you are attending 

in person and would require the use of the hearing loop system, please could you inform the district office in advance. 

We are really looking forward to the opportunity to meet together physically again, but of course Synod will have a 

different feel as we mitigate the risks. Please bring a mask with you and your own mug for drinks. You will also need 

to bring lunch and any snacks that you might need through the day, though a pack of biscuits will be included in a 

bag you receive as you arrive!  We also would ask that those joining us in person do a lateral flow test before 

attending. Also, if anyone is exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19, please contact the District Office so that they can give 

you the information to attend virtually. 

Synod papers will be available on the District website at: www.yorkshirenemethodist.org/district/synods or can be 

requested to be emailed directly, or printed and posted, by contacting the District Office at 

admin@yorkshirenemethodist.org or by phoning/texting 07809 431871 

In calling you to the Synod, it is also our responsibility to remind you, as required by Conference, that “every presbyter 

and every deacon who is not a supernumerary, and every presbyteral and diaconal probationer, unless, in any case, 

excused by dispensation of the Chair, is required to attend the Synod of which he or she is a member and to remain 

throughout its sessions. A dispensation of absence is to be given only on compelling grounds.”  This also applies to 

Recognised and Regarded ministers. 

Supernumerary Ministers and Ministers Authorised to Serve are welcome to attend the Representative Synod, but 

do not need a dispensation of absence if unable to attend.  Lay members of Synod who are unable to attend are 

asked to notify the Synod Secretary via the District Office and to let their Circuit-meeting elected substitute have their 

Synod Papers. 

We look forward to worshipping and reflecting together in these challenging times. 

With best wishes 

 

Leslie Newton  Emma Crippen   

Chair of District   Synod Secretary    

Representative Session of the Synod: 

Lament, Laughter and Looking Forward 
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AGENDA 

 

‘Lament, Laughter and Looking Forward’ 
 

Drinks available from 9am 

 

9.30am    Welcome and introductions  

9.35am    Opening worship 

9.45am    Opening business: 

• Welcomes to the District 

• Letters of greeting 

• Dispensations and apologies 

• Election of district officers, committee members, and scrutineers  

 

10.00am  Other business: 

• Election of Conference representatives  

• Permission to cease worship – Kilham Methodist Church, (Bridlington), Keyingham 

Chapel (South Holderness)  

• Synod representation 

• Reflections from Conference 

 

10:40am  LAMENT 

 

This time will be focusing on lamenting through reflection, craft and creativity:  

There will be a variety of craft and reflective activities in the bag you receive when arriving: 

• Write your own psalm 

• Make your own prayer beads 

• Wooden teardrops  

• Origami paper hearts 

• Prayer post it notes and colouring sheets 

 

11:30am  Time of worship with contributions and creative space 

• An opportunity for people to share music, prayers and any other creative contributions  

 

12.20pm Lunch Break 

 

1:00pm LAUGHTER AFTER LAMENT 

 

• A piece of reflective comedy by Jo Enright 

 

1:40pm LOOKING FORWARD - Workshops 

There will be six different workshops running simultaneously: 

• Looking Outwards in Mission by Neville Simpson (Pocklington & Market Weighton 

Circuit) 

• Creating a Greener Future by Adele Borrowman (District Funding Enabler) and Simon 

Pringle (Gracious Street, Nidd Valley Circuit – expert in climate policy) 

• Growing as a Safer Church by Katy Spencer-Madden (District Safeguarding Officer) 

• Becoming a More Inclusive Church by Alister McClure (District EDI Officer) 

• Liberating Mission through Renewed Governance by Leslie Newton (Chair of District) 

• Growing as an Intergenerational Church by Amy Shephard (York Circuit Youth Worker) 

 

2.50pm Closing Worship 

 

3.00pm Close of Synod 


