“I wish it need not have happened in my time," said Frodo.
"So do I," said Gandalf, "and so do all who live to see such times. But that is
not for them to decide.
All we have to decide is what to do with the time that is given us.”
J.R.R. Tolkien, The Fellowship of the Ring

1. Time to See
2. Time to Reflect

3. Time to Choose

Pandemic of 1918
❑ The flu re-sculpted human populations
more radically than anything
since the Black Death.

❑ It influenced the course of the
First World War and, arguably,
contributed to the Second.
❑ It pushed India closer to independence,
South Africa closer to apartheid,
and Switzerland to the brink of civil war.
❑ It ushered in universal healthcare and
alternative medicine, our love of fresh air
and our passion for sport.
Laura Spinney, Pale Rider: The Spanish Flu of 1918 and How It Changed the World

Pandemic of 2020/21: Impact on the UK
•
•

Lockdown and covid 19 have magnified the inequalities of our society: Poorer are
poorer, disproportionate impact on the black community.
14 million people in the UK live in relative poverty

•
•

More than half of people in poverty now live in a working family.
2 million children live in families affected by severe poverty

•
•

6 million people on universal credit in Jan 2021 a rise of 98% since March 2020
Unemployment currently at 1.7 million expected to rise to 2.6 million

•
•

Rise of Mental ill health
Impact of the rise of domestic abuse

•
•

Digital poverty and digital confidence
Risk of evictions

•

Life expectancy gap between rich and poor has widened (BMJ,2019)

Pandemic of 2020………..Impact on the church
• We discovered the possibilities of new technology
for connection and community
• Bereavement ministry
• Joined in with local community responses
• Foodbank and emergency provision
• Our buildings became vaccination centres

Kairos moment?
Times of crisis are moments of truth.

1. Time to See

2. Time to Reflect

3. Time to Choose

Time to Reflect
The calling of the Methodist Church is to respond to
the Gospel of God’s love in Jesus Christ and to live out
its discipleship in worship and mission.
We are called to be a growing, inclusive, justice
seeking church of diverse people who speak of, listen
for, and live out the goodness of God so that new
people become disciples of Jesus.

God for All: Church at the Margins

5 Streams
3 Core Orientations

1. Centred in God, Freed
in Christ, Sent by the
Spirit: Whole Life
Discipleship
2. Everyone an Evangelist
3. Transformational
Leadership

1. New Places for New
People
2. Every Church a Growing
Church
3. Church at the Margins

4. Young Evangelists,
Pioneers and Planters
5. Digital

God for All: Church at the Margins

Church at the margins………

New Christian communities
amongst people who are
economically vulnerable.
People at the margins, on the margins, of the
margins, not to or for the margins.
We are not taking God to the margins.
We believe, God is present with and in all people,
in all circumstances, and waits to be discovered.

God for All: Church at the Margins

Church at the Margins: Some characteristics

a) Power: deeply attentive to the misuse of power
b) Lived experience: ‘with’ not for. Nothing about us,
c)
d)
e)
f)

without us, is for us!
Connecting: beyond community engagement to
‘becoming a community’
Inclusive: generous, diverse
Leadership: led by people from the community
Evangelism and Social justice: deeply intertwined
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Church at the Margins: 4 key orientations
Stop: Resist needs meeting, or models of being the provider. Stop believing
we know the answers to other people’s needs.

Look: Be attentive and find out what other people and local organisations are
doing to challenge injustice and join in.

Listen: Connect to people and listen carefully to the voices and wisdom of
our communities.

Learn: Be willing to be taught by others, recognising, and celebrating the
gifts and skills within a community

God for All: Church at the Margins

Why…..A Biblical Imperative
1. Prophetic tradition emphasises the need to care for
the widow, the orphan, the stranger and those in need.
2. Justice and righteousness embrace.

3. Incarnation: Jesus became marginal.
4. God revealed to us in Christ announces good news
to the poor, freedom to those held captive.
5. God is present in (and of) the poor.
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Why…..A Biblical Imperative
The poor will always be with you
Matt 26 v11

This text is a quote not a prediction
Since there will never cease to be some in need on the earth,
I therefore command you, open your hand to the poor and
needy neighbour in your land.
Deuteronomy 15 v 11

If we abandon the poor, we abandon the gospel
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Why….. distinctive nature of the Methodist church
a. Engaging with marginalised communities is part of
our DNA, our History and Birth Story of a Methodist
movement which became a church.
b. Four All’s of Methodism
c. Connexional Principle:
Belonging, Interdependence, Mutuality

d. Reaffirming Our Calling

God for All: Church at the Margins
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Time to choose
• What stories are emerging, and what have we noticed about
our communities during the pandemic?
• How might this impact on our
ministry and mission?
• What is God’s invitation in the
time that has been given
to us?

God for All: Church at the Margins

