Building affirming and inclusive 

communities we can be proud of!
Background:

Consider the nature of a community you’d like to be part of; what are some of the values and principles that form your community of choice?  Think also of Biblical imperatives for such a context; 
Example; The Good Samaritan (Luke 10: 25 – 37)
1.    Community life equals Kingdom life into eternity vs. 25
2.    Understand/accept ethics for common good vs. 26 - 28
3.    Attend to the needs of others, let good triumph vs.30-34
4.    Be of generous spirit, don’t place a cost on life vs. 35
5.    Live honestly, treachery is destructive vs. 25 & 36
6.    Let the obvious influence human action vs. 37
A model community… = Acts 2: 1 – 4 & 42 – 47 
-  based on togetherness / oneness
-  sees & experiences in fellowship
-  is an inclusive organism that is Spirit enabled
-  is devoted to the search for and pursuit of truth
-  love, care, sharing, nurturing, - neighbour is paramount

-  is an everyday communal experience, not expediency

-  counts its blessings everyday (46{b})

-  is inviting and grows substantively, God is the helper 

How are all these encouraged?
We search for collective healing = the essence of connecting
Provide a safe place in which to hit rock bottom 
We live to positively influence society (Beatitudes, Matt. 5: 7-16)
By being in, and exercising the right (kind of) relationships
Ours is a God-given call to so live with one another such that colour, race, ethnicity, societal standing, wealth or poverty does not become hindrances to a fulfilling experience of living within diverse human inter-relationships. 
NB : Kingdom principle = we’re all God’s workmanship!
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Personal Thoughts/Actions: 
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